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Calais, 20th August 2008 

 
 

The SeaFrance Molière  makes her first commercial crossing 
 
 
The SeaFrance Molière, the first cross-Channel vessel more than 200 metres in length, 
made her first commercial sailing between Calais and Dover on Tuesday 19th August 2008. 
Initially, the new French ship is being used as a freighter, operating three return trips a day.  
She leaves from Calais every day except Saturday at 11.45 a.m, 4.05 p.m. and 8.15 p.m. and 
from Dover at 5.10 p.m, 8.15 p.m. and 9.35 p.m. (local time). 
With a length of 203.3 metres, the SeaFrance Molière can carry 110 trucks. 
 
 
The SeaFrance Molière is scheduled to begin carrying passengers in September, later than 
planned because of the delay in completing the passenger amenities.  
 
Asked about the delay in the introduction of the service, Eudes Riblier, Chairman of the 
Board of the only French ferry operator on the Calais/Dover route, explained:  
 
“The SeaFrance teams supervised the work very closely and this led us to postpone our own 
inspections of amenities and equipment that did not undergo modification. Once these 
inspections were completed, SeaFrance proceeded with a certain number of rectifications 
and this delayed the vessel being brought into service until 19th August.  
Moreover, the delays prevented us from providing the Authorities with full details of the 
alterations carried out on the SeaFrance Molière before the summer. Our file will be 
examined at the beginning of September and our ship will then be able to carry 1,200 
passengers. At present, she is limited to 600 passengers and SeaFrance therefore decided 
to use her only as a freighter and keep operating the SeaFrance Cézanne as a car ferry.” 
 
At present, the SeaFrance Rodin, SeaFrance Berlioz and SeaFrance Cézanne are still making 
five trips every day. The introduction of the SeaFrance Molière will increase SeaFrance’s 
capacity by approximately 15%. 
  
 
 

 
  

 


