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Calais, 6th August 2008 
 

 
The SeaFrance Molière  in Calais on 6th August 2008 

 
 
 
The SeaFrance Molière, the first ferry more than 200 metres long in service on the Channel, 
sailed into Calais harbour on Wednesday 6th August 2008. 
 
More slender and longer than the SeaFrance Berlioz and SeaFrance Rodin, her outline 
makes her easily recognisable in the Straits of Dover. 

 
The new ferry belonging to the French company operating on the Calais/Dover route left 
Dunkirk last night and ran in its engines for fifteen hours. 
 
Over the next few days, the SeaFrance Molière will have to trial a number of berths, take on 
stores and be cleaned before being ready for its first passengers. 

 
“We are particularly demanding when it comes to quality of service and we are therefore 
bringing our ship into use in two stages. The SeaFrance Molière will begin by making three 
freight crossings a day then, once her operating programme has been perfected, she will 
operate five ferry trips a day,” explained Eudes Riblier, Chairman of the SeaFrance Board.  
 
The SeaFrance Molière measures 203.3 metres in length and can carry 110 trucks or 480 
cars and 1,200 passengers. 

 
Once the SeaFrance Molière is brought into service, the SeaFrance fleet will be 
homogeneous with three large ferries and two freighters, including the SeaFrance Cézanne 
which can also replace the ferries when they are unavailable. 
-SeaFrance Molière: 1,200 passengers, 110 trucks or 480 cars 
-SeaFrance Berlioz: 1,900 passengers, 120 trucks or 700 cars 
-SeaFrance Rodin: 1,900 passengers, 120 trucks or 700 cars 
-SeaFrance Nord-Pas de Calais: 120 passengers, 85 trucks 
-SeaFrance Cézanne: 78 trucks, 240 passengers or 1,000 passengers when used as a ferry. 
 
 
In 2007, SeaFrance carried 3,733,500 passengers, 722,600 cars, 22,000 coaches  
and 770,600 trucks. 

 
 

Pictures of the refurbishment and arrival of the SeaFrance Molière are available on: 
www.seafrance.com 
 


